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animals, and this method is still used in Central Europe, and
over a great part of Asia.
Winnowing in Ancient Egypt was done with a shovel, or
sometimes with a winnowing-basket, open on one side.
Shovels and winnowing-baskets, exactly like those used in
Ancient Egypt, are still used in Northern Europe, Eastern
Asia5 and elsewhere.
There were two improvements on the simple plough* the
curved-beam plough (Fig. 2), and the four-sided plough
(Fig. 3). The effect of both these is to give the oxen a
straighter pull. The curved-beam plough was known in
Babylonia as early as the second millennium b.c. Both these
forms have a wide distribution within the area of the simple
plough, and with them are everywhere associated the harrow
and the flail.
In Leser's view these facts, and many others which he
cites, seem to show a connexion between the distribution
of the plough and the distribution of the Old-World high
cultures, and to prove that the plough did not originate in
various places, but in one spot, whence it spread over the
world.
The modern plough, with iron mould-board joined to the
share, was unknown in Europe before the eighteenth century,
and is said to have been brought to England from Holland.
According to Leser (op. cit, p. 564) it came to Europe from
Eastern Asia.
To recapitulate—the digging-stick is so simple and univer-
sal that no conclusions as to its origin can be drawn. It may
wdl have been part of the equipment with which our very
early ancestors wandered off from their original home.
The hoe is a much later invention. It started as a stone
implement in the region of the old high culture, but stone
had been superseded by iron before it was diffused to the
test of Europe, Asia, and Africa. It never reached Oceania
or America.

